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NOTE. 


The  Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Downingtovvn,  Pa.,  celebrated  its 
Fifteenth  Anniversary  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  July,  1876.  On  Sabbath 
morning,  July  23d,  Rev.  Francis  J.  Collier,  the  pastor,  delivered  an  histori¬ 
cal  address.  The  pulpit  was  beautifully  decorated  with  vines,  ferns,  and 
flowers.  The  services  began  with  a  voluntary,  which  was  well  sung  by  the 
choir.  After  the  Invocation,  the  congregation  sang  the  116th  Psalm, 


“  What  shall  I  render  to  my  God 
For  all  his  mercies  shown  ?" 

My  feet  shall  visit  thine  abode, 

My  songs  address  thy  throne." 

The  Pastor  then  read  the  84th,  122nd,  and  133d  Psalms,  beginning  re¬ 
spectively,  “How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  of  hosts.”  “I  was 
glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.”  “  Be¬ 
hold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity.” 

After  giving  thanks  to  God,  and  seeking  His  blessing,  the  pastor  gave 
out  the  494th  hymn — 

“  Glorious  things  of  thee  are  spoken, 

Zion,  city  of  our  God." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Pastor’s  historical  address,  the  congregation 
united  in  singing  the  137th  Psalm — 

I  "I  love  thy  kingdom,  Lord, 

The  house  of  thine  abode." 

The  services  ended  with  the  doxology  and  benediction. 

On  Sabbath  evening,  a  meeting  for  children  was  held,  which  was  very 
interesting.  A  number  of  Moody  and  Sankey’s  songs  were  sung.  Brief 


addresses  were  made  by  the  Superintendent,  Hon.  A.  P.  Tutton,  the  Pastor, 
Prof.  F.  D.  Long,  and  Rev.  Abram  Long. 

On  Monday  evening,  July  24th,  a  social  re-union  took  place  in  the 
Lecture  Room,  which  was  largely  attended.  A  gratifying  feature  of  the 
occasion  was  the  presence  of  Rev.  Robert  F.  Jnnes,  Rector  of  St.  James 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  Rev.  Geo.  S.  Broadbent,  Pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Downingtown,  with  a  number  of  the  members 
of  their  respective  congregations,  and  also  the  presence  of  some  belonging 
to  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  congregation  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Rev.  Matthew  Newkirk,  their  first  pastor,  and  of  hearing  him  relate  some 
incidents  concerning  the  early  history  of  the  church.  The  choir  entertained 
the  company  with  some  excellent  music,  after  which,  refreshments  were  dis¬ 
tributed.  Before  the  sociable  ended,  the  pastor  expressed  his  gratification 
at  seeing  so  many  present,  especially  those  representing  other  churches. 
He  wished  the  neighboring  churches  peace  and  prosperity,  and  was  glad  to 
know  that  they  were  increasing.  The  occasion  was  one  of  great  enjoyment. 
It  was  regretted  that  Rev.  Dr.  John  L.  Withrow,  who  had  ministered  to  the 
congregation  at  its  organization,  and  Rev.  John  Rea,  the  second  pastor, 
were  not  present.  Both  were  invited,  but  were  unable  to  attend. 


Before  entering  upon  the  history  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  this  locality,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  say 
a  few  words  with  reference  to  the  town  and  its  earliest  inhab- 
*  itants. 

Downingtown  is  pleasantly  located  at  the  point  where  the 
romantic  Brandywine,  flowing  gently  from  North  to  South 
through  a  valley,  narrow,  in  some  parts  rugged,  but  very 
picturesque,  crosses  the  broad,  beautiful  and  productive 
Chester  Valiev.  Standing  on  the  old  bridge,  in  the  central 
part  of  the  town,  one  cannot  look  toward  either  of  the  cardi¬ 
nal  points  of  the  compass  without  beholding  a  lovely  land¬ 
scape  ;  .the  wooded  hills  rising  like  massive  walls  to  protect 
the  peaceful,  well-tilled  and  thickly  settled  valleys  that  open 
invitingly  in  every  quarter. 

The  original  release  for  the  land  on  which  Downingtown 
is  built  is  dated  1682, — one  year  after  William  Penn  received 
from  King  Charles  II  a  royal  grant  of  the  land  between  the 
colonies  of  New  Jersey  and  Maryland,  the  region  now  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  part  of  Delaware.  It 
is  difficult  to  determine  when  this  spot  was  first  inhabited  by 
white  men  ;  it  may  have  been  twenty  years  after  the  release 
was  obtained  from  William  Penn.  The  log  cabins  in  which 
the  first  settlers  lived  have  long  since  disappeared.  The 
oldest  residence  now  standing,  a  brick  house  known  as  the 
Hunt  Mansion,  was  built  in  the  year  1730.  The  flour  mili, 
built  by  Thomas  Moore,  owned  at  present  by  David  Shelmire, 
was  erected  about  the  year  1720  and  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
*  ancient  structure  in  this  place  The  settlement  vTas  known 
as  Mill-town  for  many  years,  and  was  the  resort  of  farmers 
from  a  great  distance  around,  who  brought  their  grain  here 
and  often  waited  until  it  was  ground,  and  then  proceeded  to 
Philadelphia  to  find  a  market  for  their  flour.  The  mill  and 
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much  of  the  land  hereabouts  became  the  property  of  the 
Downing  family,  and  when  other  mills  were  built,  this  locality, 
which  had  long  been  known  as  Mill-town,  was  called  Down¬ 
ing’s  Mill  by  way  of  distinction,  and,  as  the  population  in¬ 
creased,  it  received  its  present  name. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  this  place  was  occupied 
as  a  military  post  by  the  American  troops.  Before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  present  century,  Downingtown  was  a  stopping  place 
for  the  stages  running  between  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster, 
and  it  so  continued  after  the  turnpike  was  made  in  1801.  c 
The  town  has  been  greatly  benefited  and  improved  by  the 
construction  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Chester  Valley,  and  East 
Brandywine  railroads. 

There  are  no  traditions  of  outrages  and  massacres  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Indians  in  this  region  of  country.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  from  the  peaceable  character  of  the  early  c 
settlers.  They  were  Friends  or  Quakers  who  emigrated  from 
England  to  America  in  the  Fall  of  1 68 1  and  formed  a  settle¬ 
ment  on  the  Delaware,  now  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  As  the 
colony  increased  rapidly  in  numbers,  it  was  not  long  until  the 
Friends  settled  in  this  part  of  Chester  Valley  which  is  but  32 
miles  west  of  Philadelphia.  They  treated  the  Indians  with  £ 
justice,  consideration,  and  kindness,  and  consequently  were 
not  molested.  Peace  continued  to  prevail  between  the 
colonists  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  red  men  for  a  period  of 
seventy  years.  In  1754  the  French  and  English  contended 
for  the  possession  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  valleys,  and 
the  French  employed  the  Indians  to  fight  against  thePfnglish. 
The  result  of  this  policy  was  great  suffering  and  loss  among  0 
the  Scotch-Irish  settlers  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  During 
the  seven  years’  war  of  the  Revolution,  beginning  in  I775>  the 
English  enlisted  the  savages  to  fight  against  the  Americans, 
and  the  Wyoming  massacre,  in  North  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
will  long  be  remembered  as  one  instance  of  their  treachery, 
blood  thirstiness  and  cruelty  too  horrible  for  description.  If 
it  is  true,  as  we  believe,  that  the  Indians  did  not  attempt  to 
destroy  the  property  and  lives  of  the  people  in  this  region, 
the  voluntary  restraint  which  they  imposed  upon  their  savage 
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nature  shows  what  great  regard  they  had  for  the  honest, 
truthful,  industrious,  peace-loving  Friends.  > 

To  the  Friends  we  concede  the  honor  of  having  first 
■)  preached  the  Gospel  in  this  part  of  Chester  County.  Their 
Society  in  Downingtown  was  organized  in  1807  ;  but  almost  a 
hundred  years  before,  they  met  for  divine  worship  in  Uwchlan 
and  Cain  townships,  only  a  few  miles  distant  from  this  place. 
With  respect  to  the  origin  of  UwCHLAN'meeting,  we  find  the 
following  statement  in  a  “  History  of  Delaware  County,”  by 
»  George  Smith,  M.  D.,  p.  220.  “  At  a  monthly  meeting  held 

(at  Chester)  the  28th  of  April  1712,  the  representatives  of 
Goshen  meeting  ‘  moved  the  request  of  several  friends  that 
live  at  a  place  called  Youchland  to  have  a  meeting  at  the 
house  of  John  Cadwalader.’  This  meeting  was  allowed  to  be 
held  every  first  and  fifth  days,  except  when  a  meeting  is  kept 
at  James  Thomas’,  they  meeting  once  in  six  weeks  with  the 
Great  Valley  Friends  at  James  Thomas’.”  The  Uwchlan 
stone  meeting  house,  now  standing  at  Lionville,  was  built  in 
1756.  It  was  preceded  by  a  log  house,  built  perhaps  as  early 
as  1715,  the  foundation  of  which  can  now  be  traced.  On  the 
16th  of  January  1716,  John  Cadwalader  sold  a  tract  of  land  to 
Thomas  Fell  with  the  following  reservation;  “excepting  a 
piece  of  ground  on  the  side  of  the  King’s  Road  which  the  said 
Cadwalader  allotted  for  a  burying  place,  and  to  set  a  meeting 
house  for  the  use  of  the  people  called  Quakers.”  The  ground 
thus  reserved  is  that  on  which  the  Uwchlan  meeting  house 
now  stands.  The  land  was  bought  by  John  Cadwalader  the 
year  before  he  sold  it  to  Thomas  Fell.  He  allotted  a  portion 
to  the  Friends  some  time  between  June  and  January,  and  it  is 
likely  they  built  upon  it  during  that  period. 

Concerning  CALN,  Dr.  Smith  says,  p.  226,  “  A  preparative 
meeting  was  settled  at  Cain  in  1716  by  Concord  monthly 
meeting.”  p.  238.  “  It  is  probable  the  first  meeting  house  at 
,  Cain  was  erected  in  1727  (Dr.  Michener  says  it  was  built  about 
17^6)  as  that  meeting  had  selected  ground  for  said  purpose 
upon  the  farther  side  of  the  valley  upon  the  mountain,  and 
had  secured  the  consent  of  Concord  monthly  meeting  to  pro¬ 
ceed.”  The  first  meeting  house  at  Cain  was  built  on  an  acre 
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of  land  bought  of  John  Mendenhall.  The  acre,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  burying  ground,  was  subsequently  sold  to  Wm. 
Pirn  with  the  consent  of  Bradford  monthly  meeting  held  at 
Cain,  August  19,  1743.  A  more  convenient  location  was  < 
selected.  On  the  1 8th  of  January  1759,  Richard  Pike  con¬ 
veyed  four  acres  of  land  in  Cain  township  to  Robert  Miller 
and  Thomas  Parke  in  trust  “  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,”  on  which  ground  the  present  Cain  meeting 
house  was  built  soon  after.  So  much  for  the  Friends.  The 
writer  is  indebted  to  J.  Smith  Futhey,  Esq.,  of  West  Chester,  1 
for  some  of  the  facts  stated  in  Delation  to  Uwchlan  and  Cain 
meetings. 

The  METHODISTS,  having  worshiped  for  a  while  in  a 
school  house  and  wheelwright  shop,  effected  an  organization 
prior  to  1832,  when  they  built  a  church  near  the  one  they 
now  occupy,  which  was  erected  in  i860.  St.  James  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  was  next  organized  in  1842.  Until  their 
church  was  erected  in  1843,  they  held  services  in  the  old 
Masonic  Hall,  the  building  now  used  as  the  parish  rectory. 
St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  built  in  1851. 

In  1843  the  New  School  Presbyterians  made  an  effort  to 
establish  a  church  in  Downingtown  to  be  connected  with  the 
East  Whiteland  Church  which  belonged  to  that  body.  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  an  honored  Elder  of  the  East  Whiteland  Church 
was  a  merchant  of  Downingtown,  owning  and  occupying  the 
store  and  dwelling  now  the  property  of  Enoch  S.  McCaughey. 
Mr.  Hutchinson  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  movement,  and 
kindly  invited  his  pastor,  Rev.  D.  H.  Emerson,  to  come  to  • 
Downingtown  and  preach,  occasionally.  He  offered  the  use  of 
his  yard  for  out-door  meetings  in  the  summer.  Mr.  Emerson 
availed  himself  of  this  privilege,  and  preached  at  Mr.  Hutch¬ 
inson’s  and  also  at  the  public  school  house  in  the  west  end  of 
town,  located  on  the  corner  of  Stuart  and  Pennsylvania 
Avenues.  How  frequently  these  services  were  held,  and  for  • 
how  long  a  period,  we  are  not  informed.  The  next  minister 
who  endeavored  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Presbyterian 
Church  here  was  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Moore,  D.  D.,  for  many  years 
the  esteemed  pastor  of  the  church  at  West  Chester.  He 
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preached  in  1855-6,  about  once  a  month  when  the  weather 
was  favorable  for  him  to  make  the  journey.  In  1857  Rev.  J 
McK.  Duncan,  then  of  East  Whiteland,  preached  here,  regu- 

i  larly,  in  Odd  Fellows’  Hall.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  W. 
S.  Drysdale,  in  ’58  or  ’59,  and  under  him  the  First  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  of  Downingtown  was  organized,  June  9th,  1859. 
The  people  were  united  in  their  labors  and  sympathies,  and 
manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Zion.  Their 
prospects  appeared  so  encouraging  that  they  proceeded  in  the 

*  spring  of  i860  to  erect  a  house  of  worship  on  a  lot  purchased 
of  Thomas  Ingram,  and  it  was  completed  in  that  year.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  John  Baugh  and  Gustav  Heins  for  their  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  There  were  others 
too,  good  men  and  women,  who  dearly  loved  that  church  and 
labored  earnestly  to  promote  its  welfare.  Much  to  their  dis¬ 
appointment  and  regret,  a  spirit  of  dissension  arose  which,  in 
a  short  time,  caused  the  dissolution  of  the  congregation.  It 
was  with  painful  feelings,  not  easy  to  describe,  that  those  who 
had  been  most  active  in  organizing  the  church,  turned  away 
from  the  place  where  they  had  often  united  in  the  worship  of 
God,  and,  after  a  while,  saw  the  sacred  edifice,  which  they 
had  built,  sold  for  secular  uses.  God  must  have  had  some 
good  purpose  to  subserve  or  He  would  not  have  permitted 
such  a  thing  to  take  place.  May  be  He  would  show  by  it 
what  evils  result  from  dissensions  among  brethren  who  ought 
to  be  of  one  heart  and  one  mind.  May  be  He  subjected  his 
people  to  sore  trials,  for  their  spiritual  improvement.  What¬ 
ever  we  may  think,  God’s  dealings  with  his  children  and 
churches  are  dictated  by  unerring  wisdom  and  infinite  love. 

The  Central  Presbyterian  Church  had  its  origin  in  a 
prayer  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Ann  Walker,  on  Lan¬ 
caster  Avenue,  which  was  started  in  the  fall  of  1858.  A  dis¬ 
astrous  financial  panic  swept  over  the  country  in  ’57,  and 

*  wrecked  the  fortunes  of  the  rich  and  prosperous  and  increased 
the  hardships  and  miseries  of  the  poor.  In  their  trouble,  the 
people  sought  the  Lord,  and,  in  answer  to  their  petitions,  He 
poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  them,  and  there  was  a  great  revival 
of  religion  throughout  the  land.  A  daily  union  prayer  meet- 
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ing  was  held  in  Jayne’s  Hall,  Philadelphia,  which  was  largely 
attended,  and  its  influence  reached  beyond  the  city.  Hearing 
of  the  wonders  wrought  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  other  places,  Mrs.  Walker  craved  a  blessing  for 
Downingtown,  and,  accordingly,  she  invited  her  friends  and 
neighbors  to  hold  a  union  prayer  meeting  at  her  house,  and 
they  cheerfully  responded.  The  meetings  continued  for  some 
time  and  with  increasing  interest.  Other  doors  were  opened, 
and  the  meeting  went  from  house  to  house.  By  and  by,  owing 
to  the  withdrawal  of  some,  it  lost  its  union  character,  and 
became  distinctly  Presbyterian.  The  remnant  were  of  Old 
School  predilections  ;  and,  after  associating  from  time  to  time 
for  prayer  and  praise,  they  conceived  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  congregation  in  connection  with  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church.  After  consultation,  Silas  D.  Yerkes  was  appointed 
to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle 
and  inform  the  Presbytery  of  the  desire  expressed  by  some  to 
have  a  congregation  organized  in  Downingtown,  and  he  was 
authorized  to  ask  the  Presbytery  to  aid  in  effecting  the  object. 
That  he  was  successful  in  his  mission  appears  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  the  records  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  Cas¬ 
tle  : — “  Head  of  Christiana,  October  2nd,  i860.  After  recess, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Grier,  Mr.  Yerkes,  of  Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania,  was  permitted  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to 
the  religious  interests  of  that  place,  especially  in  their  bear¬ 
ing  upon  our  branch  of  the  Church,  and  the  incipient  move¬ 
ments  toward  building  a  house  of  worship  and  forming  a 
congregation  connected  with  our  Presbytery.  Whereupon, 
after  discussion,  it  was  Resolved  that  supplies  be  appointed  to  * 
preach  gratuitously  to  that  people  for  the  next  six  months, 
every  alternate  Sabbath.” 

After  Mr.  Yerkes’  return  from  Presbytery,  “  Mullin’s 
Hall,”  on  Lancaster  Avenue,  was  rented,  and  services  were 
held  there  regularly  during  the  winter.  Meeting  with  en¬ 
couragement,  the  people  petitioned  Presbytery,  in  the  Spring, 
to  organize  them  into  a  congregation.  The  action  of  Pres¬ 
bytery  in  the  case  appears  from  the  following  extracts  from 
their  minutes: — “New  Castle,  April  10th  1861.  A  petition 
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was  presented  and  read,  signed  by  thirty  residents  of  Down- 
ingtown  and  vicinity,  asking  that  this  Presbytery  appoint  a 
committee  to  visit  that  place,  and,  if  the  way  be  clear,  to  or¬ 
ganize  a  church  there.  Whereupon,  after  discussion,  their  re¬ 
quest  was  granted,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Latta,  J.  N.  C.  Grier, 
and  Morrison,  and  Elder  Wm.  Wilson,  were  appointed  as  the 
committee  with  instructions  to  meet  at  Downingtown  at  such 
time  as  may  be  named  by  the  petitioners.” 

“Forks  of  Brandywine,  October  1st  1861.  The  committee 
appointed  to  visit  Downingtown  and  to  organize  a  church 
there,  if  the  way  be  clear,  reported  that  on  the  17th  of  July, 
last,  such  an  organization  was  effected,  and  that  Messrs.  Da¬ 
vid  Shelmire,  Silas  D.  Yerkes,  and  Augustus  J.  Dowlin  were 
chosen,  ordained,  and  installed  Ruling  Elders,  and  John  F. 
Vanleer,  previously  ordained,  was  chosen  and  installed.  The 
report  was  adopted,  and  the  Central  Church  of  Downingtown 
was  taken  under  our  care  and  its  name  added  to  the  roll. 
The  Session  obtained  permission  to  supply  their  own  pulpit 
for  the  next  six  months,  and  the  congregation  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  our  Church  for  aid  in  building  a  house  of  worship.” 

The  Committee,  trusting  to  their  memory,  made  a  slight 
mistake  in  reporting  to  Presbytery  the  date  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  this  church  The  records  of  the  Session  show  that 
the  organization  was  effected  on  the  24th  of  Julv  1861,  and 
not  on  the  17th,  as  stated  by  the  Committee. 

Elder,  J.  F.  Vanleer,  in  August  1861,  published  in  “  The 
Presbyterian  ”  an  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  this 
church  which  is  as  follows  :  “  Messrs.  Editors  A  few  of  the 

Old  School  Presbyterians  of  Downingtown  and  vicinity,  feel¬ 
ing  a  deep  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  our  branch  of  the 
church  in  this  place,  and  having  met  and  consulted  upon  this 
important  subject,  resolved  to  apply,  in  October  last,  (i860,)  to 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle  for  supplies  to  maintain  regular 
preaching  here  during  the  ensuing  six  months.  After  hearing 
the  statement,  and  being  informed  that  a  comfortable  hall 
could  be  obtained  for  sabbath  morning  service,  the  Presbytery 
granted  supplies  for  every  alternate  Sabbath.  For  the  other 
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Sabbath,  we  obtained  supplies  from  Princeton  Seminary.  Thus 
the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  were  sustained  during  the  winter. 
Considerable  interest  being  manifested  both  in  the  spirit  and 
attendance  of  the  congregation,  we  conceived  it  to  be  our  t 
duty  to  go  forward.  We,  therefore,  requested  and  obtained 
the  services  of  a  young  gentleman  from  Princeton  Seminary, 
who  should  spend  the  four  months  of  vacation  among  us. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Withrow’s  arrival,  the  interest  greatly  increased, 
so  much  so  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings.  These  were  held  in  June  (1861)  and  continued  one  c 
week,  when  we  were  generously  aided  by  different  members 
of  our  own  Presbytery,  as  well  as  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Pat¬ 
terson  of  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Town  of  New  Jersey.  The  services  were  confined  to  the  even¬ 
ing, — half  an  hour  before  sermon  being  devoted  each  evening 
to  earnest  prayer  for  the  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  audiences  throughout  the  week  were  large  and  very  atten¬ 
tive,  despite  the  exciting  political  agitations  which  are  now  so 
greatly  hindering  the  progress  of  the  cause  of  Christ.  Christ¬ 
ians  were  much  revived,  many  sinners  were  convicted,  and 
not  a  few,  we  trust,  hopefully  converted  to  God.  After  this, 
attendance  upon  the  services  of  the  sabbath  was  still  more 
enlarged,  and  our  meetings  solemnly  impressive.  The  sab¬ 
bath  school  grew.  A  Bible-class,  numbering  fifteen  scholars, 
was  soon  commenced  ;  and,  subsequently,  a  female  prayer 
meeting  which  has,  ever  since,  been  largely  attended.  The  at¬ 
tendance  upon  the  weekly  prayer  meeting  has  also  become 
large  and  regular. 

• ' 

“Such  being  the  delightful  state  of  things,  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  New  Castle  Presbytery  at  its  spring  meeting 
to  view  this  field  and,  if  the  way  be  clear,  to  organize  a  church, 
(the  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Jas.  Latta,  Rev.  Alex¬ 
ander  G.  Morrison,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  N.  C.  Grier,  and  ruling  Elder 
Wm.  Wilson,)  met  at  the  call  of  the  chairman  on  Wednesday  • 
July  24th,  1 86 r ,  and  organized  a  church  of  fifteen  members. 

At  the  same  time  there  were  elected  four  ruling  elders,  namely, 
Messrs.  John  F.  Vanleer,  Augustus  J.  Dowlin,  David  Shel- 
mire,  and  Silas  D.  Yerkes,  the  latter  three  of  whom  were  or- 
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dained  ;  Mr.  Vanleer  being  already  an  elder  in  the  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church. 

“  On  sabbath  the  4th  inst.,  (August,)  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered,  and  it  was  to  God’s  peo¬ 
ple,  here,  a  high  day.  We  sat  together  in  heavenly  places. 
Eleven  persons  came  out  from  the  world,  and  professed  their 
love  and  allegiance  to  Christ.  Of  these,  seven  were  candidates 
for  the  rite  of  Baptism  ;  and  we  notice  with  pleasure  that  of 
the  eleven,  seven  were  members  of  the  Bible-class.  Besides 
these,  there  are  ten  or  twelve  others  who  are,  we  believe,  not 
far  from  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  who  will,  we  pray,  by  the 
next  communion  season,  remember  Christ  at  the  sacramental 
feast. 

“  As  a  proof  of  the  sympathy  which  the  enterprise  en¬ 
joys  at  the  hands  of  even  those  who  belong  to  no  church,  let 
me  state  that  last  week  several  young  gentlemen,  who  have 
been  attending  our  sabbath  evening  services,  with  a  willing¬ 
ness  amounting  to  almost  a  voluntary  act,  contributed  the 
money  which  purchased  us  a  handsome  ten-dollar  Bible  and 
hymn  book.  These  manifest  tokens  of  the  Divine  presence 
fill  our  hearts  with  rejoicing  in  the  house  of  our  pilgrimage. 
This  is  the  Lord’s  doing.  The  power  is  His,  the  grace  is  His, 
and  His  shall  be  the  glory.”  Signed,  J.  F.  V. 

The  Mr.  Withrow  whom  Mr.  Vanleer  mentions  as  having 
preached  in  Downingtown  four  months  in  1861,  beginning 
about  the  1st  of  May,  is  the  Rev.  John  L.  Withrow,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Indianapolis,  who 
has  recently  accepted  a  call  to  the  Park  Street  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  Boston.  He  is  the  son  of  a  former  ruling  Elder 
of  Octorara  Church,  near  Parkesburg,  Chester  Co,,  Pa.  Having 
pursued  his  preparatory  studies  at  Tuscarora  Academy,  and 
Media  Classical  Institute,  Mr.  Withrow  entered  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  at  Princeton,  where  he  graduated  in  i860.  From 
the  College,  he  passed  to  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
where  he  remained  three  years.  He  was  not  only  minister, 
but  one  of  the  organizing  members  of  this  church,  being  re¬ 
ceived  on  certificate  from  the  church  at  Penningtonville. 
After  returning  to  the  Seminary  and  finishing  his  course,  he 
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was  called  to  the  Church  at  Abington,  Pa.,  where  hb  was  or¬ 
dained  and  installed,  May  22nd,  1863.  He  labored  at  Abington, 
with  great  success,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  when  he  accepted 
a  call  to  the  Arch  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia,  < 
where  he  remained  about  the  same  length  of  time,  and  was 
instrumental  in  building  up  the  church,  adding  largely  to  its 
membership,  and  increasing  the  amount  of  its  benevolent  con¬ 
tributions.  From  Philadelphia  he  was  called  to  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  Indianapolis,  where  like  success  has  at¬ 
tended  his  ministry.  He  is  an  attractive  and  instructive  ‘ 
preacher  and  has  power  to  enlist  the  attention,  move  the 
hearts,  and  open  the  purses  of  his  hearers. 

Mr.  Vanleer  states  that  this  church  was  organized  with 
15  members.  The  Presbyterial  Committee  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  persons  on  certificate  :  David  Shelmire,  Mrs. 
Annie  Elizabeth  Shelmire,  Mrs.  Margaret  Cotter,  Silas  D. 
Yerkes,  and  Rachel  S.  Yerkes  from  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Coatesville,  Pa.  ;  John  L.  Withrow  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Penningtonville,  Pa.  ;  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Walker  from 
St.  James’  Episcopal  Church  Downingtown  ;  John  F.  Vanleer, 
Mrs.  Jane  C.  Vanleer,  and  Jos.  W.  Vanleer  from  Middletown 
Presbyterian  Church,  Delaware  County,  Pa.  ;  and  Augustus  J. 
Dowlin  from  the  Forks  of  Brandywine  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  received  on  examination,  the  following,  namely  :  Alex¬ 
ander  McClintock,  Mrs.  Eliza  McClintock,  Wm.  Thompson 
and  Mrs.  Ann  Eliza  Davis.  Of  the  original  members,  Mr. 
Yerkes,  Mrs.  Vanleer,  Mr.  McClintock  and  Mr.  Thompson  are 
deceased.  Mr.  Withrow,  Mr.  J.  F.  Vanleer,  Mrs.  Cotter,  4 
Mrs.  Davis  and  Mrs.  Yerkes  have  removed. 

The  first  communion  was  an  occasion  of  special  interest. 

Mr.  Vanleer  says  that  eleven  persons  then  “  came  out  from 
the  world  and  professed  their  love  and  allegiance  to  Christ.” 
Their  names  are  as  follows  :  John  Walker,  Mrs.  Eliza  Hilton,  * 
Miss  Sarah  P.  Dennison,  Miss  Anna  M.  Dennison,  Miss  Mary 
W.  Dennison,  Mrs.  Hannah  Keech,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Walker, 

Miss  Elizabeth  England,  Miss  Sarah  Jane  England  and  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Freeman.  The  sacraments  of  baptism  and  the 
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Lord’s  supper  were  administered  upon  that  occasion  by  Rev 
Alex  G.  Morrison  of  Coatesville. 

At  the  time  when  Mr.  Withrow  was  obliged  to  return  to 
'  the  Theological  Seminary  for  the  completion  of  his  studies,  he 
looked  about  for  a  suitable  person  to  take  up  the  work  which 
he  had  so  well  inaugurated.  By  the  Providence  of  God  he 
was  directed  to  Mr.  Matthew  Newkirk,  Jr.,  whom  he  had 
known  in  college  and  seminary  life,  and  who  had  recently 
graduated  at  the  Theological  Seminary  and  been  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Central  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia. 
Before  entering  upon  the  ministry,  Mr.  Newkirk  was  a  member 
of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Philadelphia,  in  which 
his  father  was  a  ruling  Elder  and  Superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath  School  for  a  period  of  34  years.  He  finished  his 
course  of  study  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1858,  and  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary  in  April  1861,  about  the  time 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle  was  petitioned  to  organize  a 
church  at  Downingtown.  He  came  to  this  place  at  the  urgent 
request  of  Mr.  Withrow,  and  spent  the  first  Sabbath  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1861,  in  preaching  to  the  little  congregation  worship¬ 
ing  in  Mullin’s  Hall.  He  accepted  an  invitation  to  preach  on 
a  succeeding  Sabbath.  After  this  second  hearing,  the  con¬ 
gregation  would  have  given  him  a  unanimous  call,  but  he 
preferred  to  act  as  stated  supply,  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
Such  a  call  was  given  him  on  the  6th  of  March  1862  ;  the  Rev. 
James  Latta  moderating  the  meeting.  Feeling  hopeful  of 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  church,  Mr.  Newkirk  accepted  the 
call,  though  the  amount  of  salary  offered  was  only  $400  ;  not 
enough  to  pay  his  expenses.  He  was  ordained  and  installed 
on  the  24th  of  April  1862,  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle, 
convened  for  that  purpose  at  Downingtown.  The  services 
took  place  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  use  of  which 
was  courteously  granted,  the  Presbyterians  having  no  house 
»  of  their  own. 

Mr.  Newkirk’s  ministry,  which  was  marked  by  great  zeal, 
ability,  liberality  and  success,  lasted  nearly  seven  years.  He 
was  released  from  this  charge  on  the  8th  of  Dec.  1868,  in 
order  that  he  might  accept  a  call  to  the  North  Tenth  Street 
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Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia.  There  he  continued  his 
ministrations  about  four  years,  when  he  felt  prompted  to  or¬ 
ganize  what  is  known  as  the  Broad  and  Diamond  Streets 
Presbyterian  Church,  which,  under  his  untiring  efforts  and 
superior  preaching,  has  had  a  surprisingly  rapid  but  truly  sub¬ 
stantial  growth.  While  Mr.  Newkirk  was  pastor  of  this 
church,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  H.  Jacobus,  daughter  of 
Rev.  M.  W.  Jacobus,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Professor  in  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny.  Immediately  after  his 
marriage,  in  the  summer  of  ’65,  he  took  a  trip  to  Europe,  and 
was  absent  several  months,  during  which  time  his  pulpit  was 
supplied  by  Rev.  Jacob  Weidman. 

THE  TRUSTEES. 

The  church  was  incorporated  in  the  first  year  of  Mr. 
Newkirk’s  pastorate,  under  the  title  of  “  the  Central  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Downingtown,”  so  called,  because  of  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Central  Church  and  Presbytery  of  Philadel¬ 
phia.  The  charter  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Newkirk  and  adopted 
by  the  congregation,  was  granted  by  the  Court  of  Chester 
County,  Oct.  27th,  1862.  The  incorporators  were  Augustus  J. 
Dowlin,  John  F.  Vanleer,  David  Shelmire,  Silas  D.  Yerkes, 
Alexander  McClintock,  Sr.,  John  Walker,  William  Miller, 
George  March,  and  S.  Stanhope  Pinkerton.  They  met  and 
organized,  Nov.  21,  1862.  The  following  named  persons  have 
since  served  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  : — Eber 
Garrett,  B.  I.  V.  Miller,  James  Good,  J.  Havard  Downing, 
W.  M.  Oglesby,  William  B.  Torbert,  George  Wise,  Alexander 
P.  Tutton,  Jacob  Shelmire,  Norris  Dowlin,  Oliver  Windle, 
Benjamin  F.  Lewis,  John  B.  Wollerton,  Jesse  B.  Dunwoody, 
Charles  A.  King  and  Jacob  P  Ringwalt.  The  Presidents  of 
the  Board  have  been  Messrs.  David  Shelmire,  A  J.  Dowlin, 
J.  H.  Downing,  A.  P.  Tutton  and  W.  M.  Oglesby.  The  Vice 
Presidents,  J.  F.  Vanleer,  A.  J.  Dowlin,  George  March,  W.  M. 
Oglesby,  A.  P.  Tutton  and  J.  B.  Wollerton.  The  Secretaries, 
S.  S.  Pinkerton,  Eber  Garrett,  S.  D.  Yerkes,  Jacob  Shelmire, 
Norris  Dowlin  and  C.  A.  King.  The  Treasurers,  S.  D.  Yerkes, 
D.  Shelmire,  J.  H.  Downing  and  Eber  Garrett. 
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At  their  first  meeting,  the  Board  of  Trustees  took 
measures  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  for 
the  use  of  the  congregation.  They  were  greatly  encouraged 
>  in  their  undertaking  by  receiving  from  Jacob  E.  Parke  a  deed 
for  a  fine  building  lot  on  Lancaster  Avenue,  50  feet  front  with 
a  depth  of  about  160  feet,  which  he  generously  donated  to  the 
congregation.  This  lot  was  increased  by  the  liberality  of 
Silas  D.  Yerkes  who  gave  a  piece  of  ground  adjoining,  which 
was  20  feet  front  and  of  the  same  depth  as  the  lbt  given  by 
Mr.  Parke.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Newkirk,  in  addition  to  his 
large  contributions  of  money  to  aid  in  erecting  and  furnishing 
the  church,  gave  a  lot  adjoining  the  two  former  on  the  South. 
About  five  years  ago,  the  Trustees  purchased  a  piece  of  ground 
by  which  the  church  property  was  extended  from  Lancaster,  to 
Washington,  Avenue. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1863  when  the  Trustees  got  pos' 
session  of  the  lots  donated  by  Mr.  Parke  and  Mr.  Yerkes. 
They  decided,  immediately,  to  build  a  stone  house,  about  40 
by  60  feet,  with  a  basement,  and  they  advertised  for  proposals 
and  appointed  a  building  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Vanleer,  Shelmire,  Yerkes,  Pinkerton  and  March.  The  con¬ 
tract  was  given  to  Thomas  H.  Doan.  The  work  was  begun 
in  June  ;  the  cellar  was  dug  and  the  foundation  laid  and  then 
operations  were  suddenly  suspended,  owing  to  the  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania  by  the  Southern  Army,  which  was  repulsed  at 
Gettysburg,  July  3d,  ’63.  The  laborers  took  up  arms  to  defend 
their  homes,  and  did  not  resume  work  for  several  weeks.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  the  work 
was  then  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  within  a  year  the  building 
was  completed.  The  Trustees  resolved  to  have  the  church 
dedicated  on  the  4th  of  August,  ’64,  but  hearing  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  issued  a  proclamation 
recommending  that  that  day  should  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  they  postponed  the  dedication 
until  Thursday,  the  1st  of  September,  the  anniversary  of  the 
laying  of  the  corner  stone,  when  it  took  place  with  appropri¬ 
ate  ceremonies.  On  the  Sabbath  following,  the  people  united 
in  celebrating  the  sacrament  ofthe  Lord’s  Supper  in  their  new 
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sanctuary.  The  Lecture  Room  appears  to  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  at  an  earlier  date,  at  least  it  was  in  a  condition  to  ren¬ 
der  it  possible  for  the  session  to  meet  there,  May  7th,  ’64. 

The  church  cost  about  $7,000.  The  money  came  from  f 
many  sources.  The  congregation  gave  freely.  The  citizens 
of  Downingtown  of  all  classes  were  liberal  in  their  contribu¬ 
tions.  Each  Trustee  was  a  committee  of  one  to  take  sub¬ 
scriptions,  with  the  privilege  of  heading  the  list  himself.  The 
Trustees  were  greatly  assisted  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  church,  particularly  the  ladies.  Among  the  ladies  who 
were  active  in  raising  funds,  we  may  mention  Mrs.  B.  I.  V. 
Miller,  Mrs.  Enoch  S.  McCaughey,  Miss  Crowe,  Miss  Wallace, 
the  Misses  Walker,  Miss  Sallie  Dennison,  Miss  Kate  Parke, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Miller,  Miss  Mary  J.  Dowlin,  and  Mrs.  William 
B.  Torbert.  The  names  of  many  other  ladies  are  on  the  list 
of  contributors,  and  they  are  worthy  of  the  place  they  hold 
on  the  record  associated  with  the  names  of  men  who  gave  large¬ 
ly.  Money  was  sent  from  Abington,  West  Chester,  Waynesburg, 
Coatesville,  Parkesburg,  Fagg’s  Manor,  Pittsburgh,  and  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  Contributions  were  received  from  Rev.  Messrs. 
James  Latta,  Matthew  Newkirk,  J.  B.  Spottswood,  J.  L.  With¬ 
row,  and  Drs.  J.  G.  Ralston,  and  M.  W.  Jacobus,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  other  ministers  of  the  gospel.  The  amount  of  the  col¬ 
lection  taken  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  was  $75,  and 
at  the  dedication  $84. 

In  the  spring  following  the  completion  and  dedication  of 
the  church,  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle  met  in  Downingtown. 

Its  successor,  since  the  re-union  of  the  Old  and  New  School  « 
Churches,  the  Presbytery  of  Chester,  has  held  two  special 
meetings  here  ;  at  the  first,  Rev.  J.  J.  Pomeroy  was  released 
from  his  charge  at  Octorara,  and  at  the  other,  Rev.  A.  Nel¬ 
son  Hollifield  was  released  from  Fairview. 

The  Trustees,  from  the  beginning,  have  labored  earnestly 
to  promote  the  temporal  interests  of  the  church.  Some  of  * 
them  have  been  exceedingly  generous  in  their  contributions. 
The  funds  which  have  come  into  their  hands  have  been  ex¬ 
pended  in  the  most  judicious  manner.  Under  their  efficient 
management,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  church  is  this  day 


free  from  debt.  They  have  felt  at  times  that  there  was  a 
want  of  sympathy  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  some  to 
whom  they  looked  for  aid,  but  in  the  face  of  discouragements 
and  difficulties,  they  have  gone  forward  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  laid  upon  them  by  the  congregation.  They  have  a 
right  to  ask  the  members  of  the  church  so  to  assist  them  that 
their  duties  shall  neither  be  arduous  nor  unpleasant.  The 
Trustees  can  never  have  just  reason  to  complain,  when  all  the 
people  have  “  a  mind  to  work,”  each  one  doing  according  to 
to  his  or  her  ability,  with  promptness  and  cheerfulness. 

Mr.  Newkirk  continued  his  labors  in  Downingtown  until 
he  saw  the  Presbyterian  congregation  well  established  and  in 
possession  of  a  neat  and  comfortable  house  of  worship.  The 
church  was  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  123  persons,  of 
whom  60  were  received  on  examination.  And  Mr.  James 
Dauman  was  added  to  the  Session,  being  ordained  and  install¬ 
ed  as  elder  in  April, ’68.  Fallowing  providential  leadings,  Mr. 
Newkirk  removed  to  Philadelphia  in  December,  ’68. 

Two  months  after  Mr.  Newkirk’s  release,  a  congrega¬ 
tional  meeting  was  held,  at  which  Rev.  A.  G.  Morrison  pre¬ 
sided,  and  a  unanimous  call  was  made  out  for  the  pastoral 
services  of  Rev.  John  Rea  of  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Rea,  son  of 
Samuel  Rea,  Esq.,  an  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Pittsburgh,  was  prepared  for  the  work  to  which  he  was  cal¬ 
led,  by  a  course  of  study  at  Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  received  a  diploma  in  ’65,  and  by  a 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  in 
Allegheny,  where  he  graduated  in  ’68.  Having  made  out  the 
call,  the  congregation  appointed  Messrs.  Wm.  Stevens,  A. 
J.  Dowlin  and  D.  Shelmire  a  committee  to  prosecute  it  be¬ 
fore  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle.  The  call  was  accepted  by 
Mr.  Rea,  and  he  was  received  by  the  Presbytery,  and  was  or¬ 
dained  and  installed  as  pastor  of  this  congregation,  May  6th 
’69,  Mr.  Newkirk,  the  former  Pastor,  taking  part  in  the  ser¬ 
vices.  Mr.  Rea  served  the  church  faithfully  for  three  years, 
when,  at  his  own  request,  he  was  released,  April  8th  ’72,  in 
order  that  he  might  go  as  a  missionary  to  Washington  Terri¬ 
tory.  The  station  assigned  him  was  Port  Townsend,  on  the 
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Pacific  coast.  He  has  been  very  successful  on  the  Mission 
field,  and  has  gathered  a  congregation  and  built  a  house  for 
the  worship  of  God. 

While  here,  Mr.  Rea  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  securing 
the  affections  of  the  young,  a  number  of  whom  he  led  to 
Jesus.  He  induced  the  members  of  the  church  to  adopt  the 
one-cent-a-day  plan  of  giving  to  the  Lord,  which  increased 
largely  the  amount  of  the  benevolent  contributions.  Mr.  Rea 
had  the  satisfaction,  in  his  brief  pastorate,  of  receiving  fifty 
persons  into  the  church,  of  whom  twenty-three  united  on  pro¬ 
fession. 

In  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Rea’s  ministry,  the  Trustees 
made  a  valuable  improvement  on  the  church  property  by  the 
erection  of  ten  substantial  sheds  for  the  protection  of  horses. 
These  sheds  were  built  by  Jesse  B.  Dunwoody,  a  member  of 
this  church.  They  cost  $445.  The  ladies  have  the  credit  of 
having  raised  $200  of  this  amount. 

A  few  weeks  after  Mr.  Rea  was  released,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  called  the  present  pastor,  Francis  J.  Collier.  He  is  a 
native  of  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and,  like  every  one  of  his  pre¬ 
decessors  in  the  pastorate  of  this  church,  is  the  son  of  an  El¬ 
der,  his  father  having  held  that  office  in  the  West  Spruce 
Street  Church,  (Dr.  Breed’s,)  Philadelphia.  He  received  in¬ 
struction  in  Steubenville,  and  at  an  academy  at  Morgantown, 
Virginia.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  He 
was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  Presbytery  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  He  succeeded  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  B.  Brown  in 
the  pastorate  of  Centre  Presbyterian  church,  near  Canonsburg, 
in  the  Presbytery  of  Pittsburgh,  and  ministered  to  that  con¬ 
gregation  seven  years.  Suffering  with  an  affection  of  the  eyes, 
he  resigned  his  charge  and  spent  the  summer  of  1871  in  trav¬ 
eling  through  Europe,  in  company  with  Rev.  Dr.  Wm,  P. 
Breed,  under  whose  ministry  he  was  converted.  On  his  re¬ 
turn,  he  was  recalled  to  Centre  Church,  but,  while  apprecia¬ 
ting  such  a  mark  of  confidence  from  a  people  whom  he  loved, 
thought  it  best  to  decline  the  call.  He  was  engaged  in  preach¬ 
ing,  but  had  no  regular  charge  at  the  time  he  was  invited  to 


become  the  pastor  of  this  church.  He  supplied  this  pulpit, 
frequently,  in  the  summer  of  ’72,  before  he  decided  to  accept 
the  call.  He  entered  regularly  upon  his  work  on  the  first 
sabbath  of  September,  1872,  and  was  formally  installed  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Chester  on  the  9th  of  October.  On  that  occa¬ 
sion,  Rev.  James  Roberts  presided  ;  Rev.  Matthew  Newkirk, 
the  first  pastor,  preached  the  sermon  ;  Rev  J.  William  Edie 
delivered  the  charge  to  the  pastor,  and  Rev.  Orr  Lawson  the 
charge  to  the  people.  The  church  was  beautifully  decorated, 
as  it  is  to-day,  and  a  bountiful  collation  was  provided.  In  the 
fall  of  ’74  he  received  a  tempting  call  to  Abington  church, 
but  after  due  reflection,  decided  to  remain  in  Downingtown. 
In  the  summer  of  that  year,  being  sent  to  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  at  St.  Louis,  he  obeyed,  while  there,  the  scriptual  injunc¬ 
tion — “  A  bishop  must  be  the  husband  of  one  wife.”  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Memie  P.  Aull,  daughter  of  Robert  Aull, 
Esq.,  of  that  city.  Experience  has  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  quite  possible  for  people  of  the  North  and  South,  and 
especially  the  Presbyterians,  to  live  peaceably  and  happily  to¬ 
gether.  And  he  is  also  convinced  that  the  pastor’s  wife  may 
accomplish  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  congregation. 

In  the  four  years  that  he  has  ministered  to  this  people, 
he  has  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  Lord  was  with 
him.  It  has  been  his  happy  privilege  to  receive  127  persons 
into  the  church,  of  whom,  the  greater  part,  94,  united  on  pro¬ 
fession.  The  winter  of  ’73  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the 
pastor,  for  it  was  a  precious  season  of  revival,  when  the  win¬ 
dows  of  heaven  were  opened  and  the  Spirit  was  poured  out 
upon  the  congregation,  and  many  repented  of  their  sins  and 
gave  themselves  unto  the  Lord.  Two  of  the  subjects  of  that 
revival,  Isaac  McClure  and  Lewellyn  J  Baldwin,  are  now, 
we  trust,  with  “the  Spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect  ”  who 
dwell  in  the  glorious  presence  of  God.  The  winters  of  ’74 
and  ’75  were,  also,  seasons  of  much  religious  interest  and  a 
large  number  were  then  brought  to  Christ.  It  is  the  pastor’s 
earnest  prayer  that  of  all  those  converts  and  of  all  his  people 
not  one  may  fail  to  obtain  eternal  life. 

During  those  seasons  of  revival,  impressive  sermons  were 


22 


preached  and  earnest  exhortations  were  addressed  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  by  the  Rev.  Drs.  Wm.  P.  Breed,  B.  B.  Hotchkin, 
Jas.  W.  Dale,  J.  Grier  Ralston,  and  Jas.  M.  Crowell,  and  by 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Orr  Lawson,  Matthew  Newkirk,  J.  J.  Pom¬ 
eroy,  James  Roberts,  A.  Nelson  Hollifield,  L.  Y.  Graham, 
W.  W.  Totheroh,  Thos.  Aiken,  W.  R.  Halbert,  B.  T.  Jones, 
John  McColl,  Wallace  Radcliffe,  Ed.  P.  Shields,  W.  B.  Reed, 
and  Andrew  McElwain  of  our  own  Church,  and  Rev.  Messrs.. 
G.  T.  Hurloch  and  Geo.  S.  Broadbent  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  ’73,  a  congregational  meeting  was 
held  at  which  Alexander  P.  Tutton  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  Ruling  Elder,  and  F.  Donleavy  Long  and  Benj.  F.  Lewis 
to  the  office  of  Deacon.  They  were  ordained  and  installed  in 
the  following  month.  Eber  Garrett  and  James  Hamilton  were 
elected  to  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder  at  a  meeting  held  March 
I2th,  ’76.  They  were  ordained  and  installed,  April  30th. 

The  Session  now  consists  of  six  members  ;  namely,  Messrs. 
Augustus  J.  Dowlin,  David  Shelmire,  James  Dauman,  Alex¬ 
ander  P.  Tutton,  Eber  Garrett,  and  James  Hamilton.  Mr. 
John  F.  Vanleer  and  Mr.  Silas  D.  Yerkes  were  chosen  Elders 
at  the  organization  of  the  church.  Mr.  Vanleer  left  Down- 
ingtown  a  number  of  years  ago  and  is  now  residing  at  Media, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age.  He  has 
never  requested  a  certificate  of  dismission,  and  so  his  name 
stands  upon  the  roll  of  our  church.  Mr.  Yerkes  removed  to 
Philadelphia  in  April,  ’73-  He  died  suddenly  on  the  1st  of 
of  May,  1876,  when  he  had  almost  reached  his  54th  birth-day 
which  he  proposed  to  celebrate  by  attending  the  opening 
ceremonies  of  the  Centennial  Exhibition.  His  remains  were 
brought  to  Downingtown  for  interment,  and  funeral  services 
took  place  in  this  church,  which  might  not  have  been  built  but 
for  his  zeal  and  liberality.  He  was  not  only  Elder,  but  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  congregation,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
Teacher  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  School,  and  leader 
of  the  Choir,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  every  office  with 
constancy  and  fidelity.  His  faults  were  few  in  comparison 
with  his  virtues.  His  infirmities  of  temper  will  be  forgotten, 


23 


» 


and  his  many  good  deeds  held  in  lasting  remembrance.  Our 
beloved  brother,  having  been  made  perfect  in  holiness,  is  now 
enjoying  his  rest  and  reward. 

Mr.  Yerkes  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  near 
Abington,  within  the  bounds  of  the  church  of  which  Rev.  Dr. 
Robert  Steel  was  pastor,  and  in  which  his  grandfather  and 
father  held  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder  for  many  years.  The 
office  is  now  filled  by  one  of  his  brothers. 

The  session  has  had  under  its  care  one  candidate  for  the 
Gospel  ministry,  namely,  Mr.  Abram  Long,  a  native  of  Bucks 
Co.,  Pa.,  a  graduate  of  LaFayette  College,  and  Princeton 
Seminary,  who  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Chester  at  a  meeting  held  last  April  at  Waynes- 
burg. 

The  Sabbath  School  of  this  church  traces  its  origin  to  Mr. 
Yerkes,  who,  before  the  church  was  organized,  gathered 
children  into  his  own  house  and  gave  them  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  on  the  Lord’s  day.  In  Mr.  Vanleer’s  letter  mention  is 
made  of  the  Sabbath  School  held  in  Mullin’s  Hall  in  the 
winter  of  i860.  In  the  following  summer,  during  Mr.  With¬ 
row’s  ministry,  a  Bible  class  was  formed  with  15  members. 
The  first  library  possessed  by  the  school  was  donated  by  Mr. 
Yerkes.  The  Superintendents  of  the  school  have  been  Mr. 
Yerkes,  Mr.  Newkirk,  Mr.  F.  D.  Long,  Mr.  Rea  and  Mr. 
Tutton.  The  Assistant  Superintendents ,  Messrs.  Vanleer, 
Collier  and  Ringwalt.  The  Secretaries ,  Messrs.  King,  Armor, 
and  Thos.  Downing  The  Treasurers ,  Mr.  Yerkes,  Mr.  F.  D. 
Long,  and  Miss  Mary  R.  Mcllvaine.  The  Librarians ,  Mr. 
Pinkerton,  Mr.  Garrett,  Miss  Annie  Dunwoody,  Miss  Mary 
Dennison,  Miss  Sallie  Whelen,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Dunwoody. 
The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  Teachers  of  the  Sabbath 
School  since  i860:  Mrs.  Newkirk,  Mrs.  Sanford,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Dowlin,  Miss  Sarah  Walker,  Miss  Maggie  Wallace,  Mrs.  Wm. 
McClintock,  Miss  Sallie  Dennison,  Miss  Mary  Dennison, 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Yerkes,  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Torbert,  Miss  Mary  Miller, 
Mr.  S.  D.  Yerkes,  Mr.  John  Walker,  Mr.  Jas.  Good,  Mr.  Wiley, 
Miss  Annie  McKeever,  Mrs.  Heins,  Miss  Sallie  Crowe,  Miss 
Debbie  Torbert,  Mrs.  Dunwoody,  Miss  Hannah  Walker,  Mrs. 
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Long,  Miss  Emily  Downing,  Mr.  Shelmire,  Mrs.  Wollerton, 
Mrs.  Worrall,  Mrs.  Collier,  Mrs.  James  Torbert,  Mrs.  Tyler, 
Mr.  Alex.  Moore,  Miss  Clara  McFarlan,  Miss  Mary  C.  Duffield, 
Miss  Mary  R.  Mcllvaine,  Miss  Sallie  Mcllvaine,  Mr.  Wm. 
Long,  Mr.  Abram  Long,  Miss  Speakman,  Miss  Criley,  Miss 
Price,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Ringwalt,  Miss  Sallie  Yerkes,  Miss 
Lafferty,  Mrs.  Morris  Thompson,  Jr.,  Miss  Phebe  Whelen, 
Mr.  Jas.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Garrett,  Mr.  Alburtis  Eagle,  Miss 
Jane  Thompson,  Mrs.  Cordery. 

In  the  summer  of  1872  an  important  improvement  was 
made  in  the  basement  of  the  church,  the  coal  cellar  being 
changed  into  a  neat  and  cheerful  room  for  the  Infant  Class. 
The  ladies  raised  the  funds  necessary  to  make  this  alteration, 
by  means  of  a  strawberry  festival.  An  elegant  supper  was 
given  at  the  opening  of  the  Infant  Class  Room,  for  which  the 
class  and  invited  guests  were  indebted  to  the  thoughtfulness 
and  generosity  of  Miss  Emily  Downing. 

m 

The  contributions  of  the  school,  amounting  to  over  $50 
per  annum,  have  been  applied  for  several  years  to  the  support 
of  Hannah  Chogota,  a  pupil  at  the  Dehra  Mission  School, 
India.  The  contributions  of  the  Alexander  Band,  amounting 
to  about  $25  per  annum,  have  twice  been  sent  to  Rev.  John 
Rea  to  aid  in  purchasing  a  bell  and  other  things  needful  for 
his  chapel  at  Port  Townsend,  W.  T.  ;  they  are  now  used  to 
support  a  boy  of  Mormon  parentage  receiving  an  education  at 
a  Presbyterian  school  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  The  gifts  of 
the  Collier  Band  have  been  sent  to  the  Dehra  School.  Our 
Sabbath  School  numbers  about  100  scholars  and  20  officers 
and  teachers.  It  is  well  managed  and  is  doing  a  good  work. 
Many  of  the  scholars  have  professed  their  faith  in  Christ  and 
connected  themselves  with  the  church  Anniversaries  and 
pic-nics  have  marked  the  history  of  the  Sabbath  School,  and 
have  been  occasions  of  much  interest  to  young  and  old. 

The  members  of  this  church  have  encouraged  and  sus¬ 
tained  Union  Mission  schools  in  the  country  around,  particu¬ 
larly  the  schools  at  Gallagherville,  Harmony  Hill  and  Guth- 
rieville. 


25 


We  have  no  definite  information  as  to  the  time  when  the 
Choir  was  organized,  but  we  suppose  it  was  in  existence  when 
the  congregation  worshiped  in  Mullin’s  Hall.  But  one  thing 
we  do  know,  and  that  is  the  choir  has  rendered  most  accept¬ 
able  service  and  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  church. 
Within  our  recollection  the  music  has  been  very  good,  and 
while  enjoying  it,  we  have  felt  grateful  to  those  who  have  led 
us  in  the  offering  of  praise  to  God.  Some  of  the  former  and 
present  members  of  the  choir  have  been  examples  of  con¬ 
stancy  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation.  The  following 
is  a  partial  list  of  those  who  are,  or  have  been,  connected  with 
the  choir  ;  Prof.  Carl  Heins,  Prof.  VanLaer,  Mrs.  Mary  P. 
Miller,  Mr.  Silas  D.  Yerkes,  Miss  Josie  Physic,  Miss  Libbie 
Physic,  Miss  Sallie  Dennison,  Miss  Mary  Dennison,  Mrs. 
Newkirk,  Mrs.  Garrett,  Mrs.  Wollerton,  Mr.  Oliver  Windle, 
Mrs.  Givin,  Miss  Dean,  Mr.  Benj.  Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Ringwalt,  Miss  Annie  Lafferty,  Miss  Annie  Tutton,  Miss 
Belle  Tutton,  Miss  Sallie  Mcllvaine,  Miss  Ada  McClure,  Mr. 
Isaac  McClure,  Miss  Annie  Dunwoody,  Mr.  Jones  Latshaw, 
Mr.  E.  B.  Leattor,  Mr  Abram  Long,  Mr.  Chas.  Hess,  Mr. 
Elwood  Good,  Mrs.  Hawkins,  Miss  Stauffer,  Miss  Leattor,  Mr. 
Alex.  Moore,  Miss  Wallace,  Miss  Debbie  Torbert,  Miss  Jennie 
Torbert,  Mr.  Samuel  Torbert,  Miss  Sallie  Yerkes. 

The  leaders  have  been  Prof.  Heins,  Mr.  Yerkes,  Mrs. 
Miller,  Mr.  Windle  and  Mrs.  Wollerton. 

One  of  the  brightest  pages  in  the  history  of  the  church  is 
that  recording  the  good  deeds  of  the  ladies.  We  have  noticed 
how  they  labored  to  raise  funds  to  build  the  church  and  the 
sheds,  and  to  provide  a  room  for  the  Infant  Class.  At  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Trustees,  in  1873,  the  ladies  undertook  to  raise 
$500  to  clear  the  church  of  debt,  and,  in  a  little  while,  they 
succeeded.  The  next  year  they  had  the  church  thoroughly 
^  renovated  and  newly  papered.  Last  year  they  provided  a 
new  carpet  covering  the  entire  floor.  Their  Missionary  Society 
has  sent  box  after  box  of  nice,  new  clothing  to  the  families  of 
destitute  ministers  toiling  on  the  frontier  ;  and  it  makes  an 
annual  contribution  of  $25  to  foreign  missions.  Their  modest 
little  Mite  Society,  since  its  organization  ten  years  ago,  has 
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raised  $311,  with  which  books  have  been  purchased  for  the 
choir,  matting  for  the  Lecture  Room,  lamps  for  the  church, 
and  many  small  bills  have  been  paid.  The  pastor  has  a  grate¬ 
ful  appreciation  of  all  that  they  have  done,  and,  adopting 
Paul’s  language,  he  would  say  to  all  the  members  of  the 
church,  “  Help  those  women  who  labored  with  me  in  the 
Gospel.” 

Tradition  says  that  the  first  sexton  of  the  church  was  Mr. 
Newkirk  ;  that,  when  pastor,  he  often  handled  the  brush  and 
broom,  and  kindled  the  fires,  and  rang  the  bell,  because  there 
was  no  one  else  to  do  the  work.  The  sextons  acting  under 
appointment  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  been  Wm.  Ridge¬ 
way,  Thomas  Jones,  Benj.  Walker,  Mrs.  Harbison,  Temple 
Jones,  Joseph  Kane,  Jesse  Taylor,  Thomas  Jackson,  assisted  by 
Mary  Fulton,  and  W.  H.  Beale,  assisted  by  John  Whitely. 

A  new  method  of  raising  funds  for  congregational  and 
benevolent  purposes  has  been  in  operation  since  the  1st  of 
May,  and,  so  far,  with  encouraging  results.  It  is  what  is  known 
as  the  envelope  system.  Contributions  are  made  every  Sab¬ 
bath  in  envelopes,  dropped  into  the  collection  box,  each 
envelope  bearing  the  name  or  number  of  the  contributor,  and 
figures  showing  the  amount  enclosed.  Under  this  system  the 
pews  are  free  ;  every  one  has  an  opportunity  to  contribute 
something  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel  ;  the  payments  in 
small  sums  are  easily  made,  and  giving  becomes  an  act  of 
worship.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  system  will  grow  more 
and  more  into  favor  with  the  people. 

Last  spring  the  young  men  of  the  church  formed  an  asso¬ 
ciation  for  prayer  and  praise,  and  mutual  improvement.  That 
it  has  been  very  beneficial,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The 
church  needs  such  an  association,  and  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  foster  it. 

The  statistics  of  the  church  are  quite  interesting,  and  com¬ 
mand  our  attention.  Since  its  organization,  the  church  has 
received  177  persons  on  profession,  and  120  on  certificate, 
making,  in  all,  297.  Of  these  about  1^5  have  been  lost  to  the 
church  by  death  or  change  of  residence.  The  number  of 
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adults  baptized  is  93  ;  of  infants  77.  The  total  amount  of 
money  raised  for  congregational  purposes,  including  the  cost 
of  building,  repairing  and  improving  the  church,  is  $26,000. 
1  The  benevolent  contributions  have  been  as  follows  :  For 
Home  Missions,  including  the  value  of  boxes,  $2,074  ;  Foreign 
Missions,  $701  ;  Publication,  $141  ;  Education,  $533  ;  Relief  of 
disabled  ministers  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
ministers,  $208  ;  Church  Erection,  $250  ;  Freedmen,  $79  ;  Sus- 
tentation  of  needy  churches,  $35  ;  Expenses  of  the  General 
'  Assembly,  Synod  and  Presbytery,  $89  ;  other  causes,  such  as 
the  Tract  and  Bible  Societies,  Christian  Commission,  and 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  $604.  Total  amount  of  money  raised 
in  the  fifteen  years  ending  April  1st,  1876 — $30,714.  These 
results  have  not  been  obtained  without  much  activity,  self- 
denial,  consecration  and  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  people. 
They  are  sacrifices  which  have  been  well-pleasing  unto  God 
as  a  sweet-smelling  savor.  A  voice  from  Heaven  declares, 
“  Thy  prayers  and  thine  alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial 
before  God.” 

After  reviewing  the  history  of  this  church,  we  feel  like 
setting  up  a  monument  and  inscribing  upon  it,  “  Hitherto  hath 
the  Lord  helped  us.”  By  His  favor,  a  few  people  were  en¬ 
abled  to  build  this  sanctuary  where  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  they 
met,  as  we  do  now,  in  peace  to  worship  God.  By  His  blessing, 
the  congregation  has  increased  and  prospered  from  year  to 
year.  To  Him  let  us  ascribe  honor  and  praise  for  all  the 
manifestations  of  His  goodness  to  us. 

It  would  be  strange,  if,  to-day  we  had  no  thought  of  those 
who  were  with  us  in  our  homes  and  in  the  house  of  God,  but 
are  with  us  no  more  ;  whose  faces  we  shall  never  see,  whose 
voices  we  shall  never  hear,  whose  hands  we  shall  never  clasp 
again,  in  this  world.  Along  with  pleasant  memories,  sad  ones 
will  come.  Carl  Heins,  Sarah  Stevens,  Robert  P.  M.Torbert, 
*  Silas,  Rachel,  and  Lizzie  Yerkes,  Hannah  Keech,  Jane  Craig 
Vanleer,  Jane  Vanleer,  Sarah  Lockhart,  Martha  Kincaid, 
Mary  A.  Laird,  Matilda  Marshall,  Alexander  McClintock,  Sr., 
Anna  E.  Walker,  Isaac  McClure,  Rebecca  McClure,  Gordon 
and  Peter  Tullock,  William  Hilton,  Lydia  Jones,  Lewellyn  and 


Hannah  Baldwin,  Charlie  Wise,  and  Emma  Forest  are  among 
those  who  have  been  removed  by  death.* 

As  Death  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  it  becometh  us  to  be 
ready.  Let  us  examine  the  foundation  of  our  hope  to  see 
whether  we  are  resting  upon  the  merits  of  Christ  and  are  doing 
his  holy  will.  While  it  is  day,  let  us  all  work.  Let  us  en¬ 
deavor  constantly  to  improve  our  Christian  character,  and,  for 
this  purpose,  attend  upon  the  means  ol  grace.  Let  us  do 
more  and  more  for  the  Church  which  Christ  has  purchased 
with  his  own  blood.  As  God  increases  our  means,  let  us  in¬ 
crease  our  contributions,  and  may  we  never  be  guilty  of  rob¬ 
bing  God.  Let  us  live  peaceably  with  our  brethren,  over¬ 
looking  their  faults  and  forgiving  their  offenses,  remembering 
that  if  we  forgive  not,  we  shall  not  be  forgiven.  Let  us  guard 
against  every  thing  that  would  lessen  our  attachment  to  the 
house  of  God,  where  our  minds  are  fed  with  divine  truth,  our 
hearts  comforted,  our  souls  quickened,  our  tongues  engaged 
in  prayer  and  praise,  our  hands  employed  in  works  of  charity, 
our  feet  directed  into  paths  of  virtue,  peace  and  holiness,  that 
lead  to  Heaven.  Let  us  honor  the  place  that  was  honored  by 
our  beloved  dead,  who  may  now  be  looking  down  upon  us. 

Time  is  passing  ;  improve  it  well.  Finish  the  work  which 
the  Master  has  given  you  to  do,  and  you  will  be  richly  re¬ 
warded  when  He  shall  pronounce  you  ‘  good  and  faithful  !’ 

*Since  this  discourse  was  delivered,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Long,  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Ingram,  Warwick 
M.  Oglesby,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  Norris  Dowlin,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Board 
have  been  called  away.  We  cherish  the  hope  that  these  all  fell  asleep  in  Jesus. 


